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Comic Relief
There are still many communities in the UK that suffer from economic and social deprivation and the current economic climate may make this situation worse.

For this reason, Comic Relief has decided that £4.5 million should be available to fund projects across the UK which are addressing these issues through a second phase of the 'Local Communities' programme

The Local Communities programme will run for two years and during this time, grants of between £1000 and £10,000 will be available. 

The programme aims to empower local people, enabling them to create lasting change in their communities.  Projects  should be run  by people directly affected by the issues they are dealing with and priority will be given to small, locally based groups or organisations in areas of disadvantage that have a clear understanding of the needs of their community. 

Under the programme, organisations can apply for funding to:

· increase local services,

· build skills of local people, 

· increase community cohesion 

· respond to local economic needs

· increase access to sport and exercise for people who face social exclusion and isolation.
Organisations which have received a Community Cash grant or any other grant from a Community Foundation can apply for a Local Communities grant. However organisations which hold a grant directly from Comic Relief, can not apply for a Local Communities Grant.

A Local Communities grant must be at least 50% of the total cost of the project. 

Who can apply? 
· Community Groups

· Resident Associations

· Community Centres

· Social Enterprises/Community Interest Companies

· Credit Unions
Types of activities that might be funded

· Furniture Projects

· Projects providing access to benefits advice

· Projects combating fuel poverty

· Community consultation exercises

· Community employment projects

· Food Co-ops

· Running costs; including salaries, core costs and project costs

· Committee and volunteer/staff training

· Community sport activities
Exclusions

Grants will not be awarded to:

· individuals;

· statutory organisations, including schools;

· fund trips abroad;

· fund buses, mini buses or other community transport schemes (not including transport costs forming part of a project);

· fund building costs, including access adaptations to buildings;

· organisations which are in receipt of a grant directly from Comic Relief.

THE PROCESS
· On submission of the online application an automated email will be sent containing a copy of the completed online application together with section B of the application.

· Section B of the application requires details of a suitable referee and contains a tick list of the supporting documentation required.

· A copy of the completed application including section B and all of the supporting information should then be forwarded to the foundation.

· Applications will start to be processed only when all the supporting documentation has been received.

· If the supporting documentation is not received within 4 weeks of the date of submission of the online application, or by the advertised closing date (if applicable) then the application will be discarded.
· Once your application is received we may contact you to arrange an assessment. Assessment (if required) may be by telephone or visit.
· Applications are considered by a special panel and its recommendations are ratified by the Board of Trustees. The final decision cannot be changed and no discussion will be entered into.
· We will write to you to let you know the outcome of your application.
· Successful applicants must ensure that Comic Relief and the Two Ridings Community Foundation are included in any publicity they arrange.

· The Community Foundation will in certain circumstances award a pledge.  This is the promise of a grant that will be paid when certain conditions have been met.
· A follow up monitoring interview may be arranged after the award has been spent.
· A follow up monitoring report will be required.

EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES
The Foundation is committed to equal opportunities for all and expects groups and organisations applying for grants to show that they are aware of equal opportunities and can demonstrate commitment to them.  (A copy of the Foundation's equal opportunities policy is available on request.)
	Applications and supporting information should be returned to the address below as soon as possible
Two Ridings Community Foundation,

Primrose Hill, Buttercrambe Road, Stamford Bridge, York,  YO41 1AW

Telephone 01759 377400
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